Are you looking after
someone else’s child?
Do you know someone
who is?
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What is private fostering?

Private fostering is an arrangement where a child or young person under
the age of 16 (or under 18 if they are disabled) is looked after full time for
more than 28 days by an adult who is not their:

parent, step-parent or legal guardian
grandparent

brother or sister

aunt or uncle.

Private fostering is very different from a child being cared for by a
council foster carer. It is an agreement between the child’s parents
and a private carer to look after their child while the parent is away.

Some examples of private fostering

Children are sent from abroad
to live with other families in
the UK.

Private fostering agreements
happen when:

A teenager who isn’t getting

on with their parents goes to
live with a friend’s family.

An unaccompanied minor is
looked after by family friends

while their parents are abroad.

Parents pay someone to care
for their child while they are
away working or studying.

Children are brought to the
UK for adoption.

Children at boarding schools
do not return home for the
holidays and live with a host
family.

Children from abroad
attending language schools in
the UK live with a host family.
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What the law says

By law, all private fostering
arrangements have to be
registered with the local authority
where the private foster carer
lives, because local authorities
have a duty to make sure that
privately fostered children are
safe and are being well cared for.

Parents, private foster carers or
anyone else who is involved in
making arrangements for a child

to be privately fostered must

tell the local authority about the

arrangement at least six weeks

before the child goes to live with
their new carer.

If a child is already living with a
private foster carer, the carer must
tell the local authority about the
arrangement within 48 hours of
the child going to live with them.

What parents need to do

If you are making arrangements
for your child to be cared for by
someone who is not a close
relative, you need to notify the
council’s Children’s Safeguarding
and Family Help (CSFH)
department six weeks before the
arrangements start. You should
phone 020 7974 3317 or email
LBCMASHadmin@camden.gov.uk
to get more information about
private fostering.

You will be visited by a social
worker, who will help you to fill in
the private fostering notification
form. The social worker will

also begin the private fostering
assessment and answer any
questions you might have about
private fostering arrangements.
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What private foster carers need to do

If you are about to look after a
child under a private fostering
agreement or are already doing
S0, you need to notify CSFH within
48 hours of the child coming to
live with you. This is because by
law, local authorities have to carry
out certain checks on private
foster carers, such as checks with
the police, to make sure it is safe
for the child to live with them.

You should contact the council
on 020 7974 3317 or email
LBCMASHadmin@camden.gov.uk
to tell us that the child is living
with you. You will be visited by a
social worker who will help you to
complete the private fostering
notification form if the child’s
parents have not already done
this and begin the private
fostering assessment.

What parents and private

foster carers need to agree

[t's a good idea for parents and
private foster carers to have

a written agreement so that
everyone is clear about how the
child should be cared for.

Information about what the child
likes and dislikes, if they have any
hobbies or if they need to take
medicines are all important and
will help the carer to look after
the child well.

Children will want to know how
often they will see their parents
and how long they will stay with
the private foster carer. Parents
need to agree that the private
foster carer is able to consent to
medical treatment for the child.

You can ask social workers in
the Child in Need service for
advice about what to put in the
agreement.
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What Children’s Safeguarding and

Family Help must do

CSFH is responsible for making
sure privately fostered children
are safe and being well cared for.
To do this:

A social worker will carry out
a private fostering assessment
to make sure that the care
arrangements are suitable

for the child and to see if the
child needs any extra help.

The Child in Need service

If the child or private foster
carer needs more help or
support, CSFH can
provide this.

A social worker will regularly
visit the household, to see
that the child is well and
whether the private foster
carer needs any advice,
support or training to help
them care for the child.

will carry out checks with the For further information about
police and other agencies to private fostering, please

make sure the private foster call the CSFH department on
carer is a suitable person to 020 7974 3317 or email

care for the child. LBCMASHadmin@camden.gov.uk
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If you would like this Information
on private fostering leaflet in
large print, braille, on audiotape

or in another language, please
phone 020 7974 3317.
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Si vous souhaitez obtenir ce depliant intituleé
Informations concernant les placements privés
en famille d'accueil en gros caractéres ou en
braille, sur support audio ou dans votre langue,
veuillez contacter le 020 7974 3317.
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